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T  O 


martin  folkes , 

Efq;  Prefident ; 

TO  THE 

Present  Council, 

And  the  reft  of  the 

Fellows  of  the  Royal 

Gentlemen, 

H  E  Subftance  of  the 
enfuing  little  Hijlory^ 
having,  at  different  Times, 
been  offered  to  your  Exa¬ 
mination,  read  at  fome 
of  your  Meetings ,  fome 
Part  of  iti  honoured  with  a 

A  Place 


ii  Dedication. 

Place  among  your  learned 
Tranfaclions  $  and  the  Ma- 
nufcript  of  the  Whole 5  been 
laid  before  you,  at  a  Meet¬ 
ing  of  a  great  Number  of 
you,  the  Nineteenth  Day  of 
November  laft,  when  I  had 
the  Honour  of  being  perfo- 
nally  interrogated  by  you, 
about  the  Facts  which  re¬ 
commend  it  to  your  Belief: 
Both  Duty  and  the  deep  Re¬ 
gard  I  have  for  your  Dig¬ 
nity  and  Authority,  con- 
ftrain  me,  to  offer  the  Per¬ 
formance,  plain-,  and  unpo- 
poliJFd  as  it  is,  to  your  Pa¬ 
tronage  and  Protection. 

o 


It 


Dedication.  hi 

It  muft  be  the  SubjeB, 
Gentlemen, and  not  any  Me¬ 
rit  of  the  Writer,  which  muft 
make  this  Dedication  to 
you,  even  pardonable  3  and 
exempt  Me,  from  the  Im¬ 
putation  of  Impertinence, 
or  Arrogance. 

So  rare  and  curious  a 
Circumftance  of  Natural 
Hiftory  fhould  not,  I  pre¬ 
fume,  be  loft  to  Pofterity, 

Your  Example  of  receiv¬ 
ing  it,  as  what  it  is,  an  un¬ 
deniable  ’Truth ,  without  the 

*  7 

leaft  Shadow  of  Fidlion ,  or 
artful  Device,  will,  I  doubt 
not,  be  followed  by  the 

A  2  Learned 


iv  Dedication. 

Learned  of  all  Ages  and 
Nations:  Totranfmit  it  cre¬ 
ditable  to  whom  was  the 
grand  View  of, 


Gentlemen, 

Tour  moft  Obedient , 
moft  Obliged ' 
humble  Servant , 


St.  Ives,  near  Hunt. 
Nov.  27, 1747. 


Tho.  Dawkes. 


I 


PREFACE. 

WHILST  all  Things  in 
the  Intellectual ,  Animal \ 
and  Vegetable  World,  are 
found  to  aft  in  the  regu¬ 
lar  and  phyfical  Order,  and  by  the 
general  Laws ,  the  Supreme  Author 
of  Life  and  Being,  feems  to  have 
fet  himfelf,  for  the  Propagation  of 
them  from  one  Generation  to  ano¬ 
ther,  our  Admiration  is  not  mov'd  at 
all  :  But  when  we  hear  of  any  ex¬ 
traordinary  or  preternatural  Pro- 

A  3  *  due- 
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duftion,  our  Curiojity  and  Wonder 
arc,  of  courfe,  excited  :  For  Novel¬ 
ty  is  the  darling  Paffion  of  Man¬ 
kind. 


Prodigies,  in  all  Ages  and  Places, 
are  to  be  met  with,  both  in  Art  and 
Nature.  It  is  not  to  my  Pur- 
pofe,  to  fpeak  of  the  firft  Sort  :  But 
the  Reader,  perhaps,  will  indulge 
me  a  little,  to  recount  fome  of  thofe 
of  the  latter  ;  as  it  may  be  a  Means 
of  increafing  his  Belief  of  the  Fads,  of 
the  enfuing  Narrative. 

Neither  facred,  prophane,  nor  na¬ 
tural,  Hiftory,  are  filent  about  them. 
But  I  fhail  confine  myfelf  to  the 
Mention  of  only  two  of  them,  which 
are,  in  a  great  meafure,  parallel  to 
the  Cafe  which  employs  the  enfu¬ 
ing  Pages.  6  5 Pliny, 
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Pliny,  the  Hiftorian,  who  lived  in 
the  Time  of  Vefpajian ,  the  Roman 
Emperor,  gives  us  an  Account  of  a 
Boy  *,  who,  at  three  Years  of  Age 
was  three  Cubits  [ox  four  Feet)  and  a 
half  high , arrived  to  a  State  of  Puber¬ 
ty,  and  at  the  Expiration  of  three 
Years,  died  of  a  fudden  Contraction 
of  his  Limbs.  ' 

.■ t',  -  if  r  ^  v 

*  .  \  «  | .  i 

Craterus ,  the  Brother  of  King  An- 
tigonus ,  tells  us,  that  he  knew  one, 
who,  in  the  Space  of  fe<ven  Tears , 
was  an  Infant ,  a -Youth,  a  mature 

Per - 


*  Invenimus  in  Monumentis  Salamiiuz  Eu - 
ihymenis  Filium,  in  Cubita ,  triennis,  ado- 

levifle  ;  inceffu  tardum,  fenfu  hebetem,  Pube~ 
rem  fa£tum,  voce  robufta  abfumptum  Contrac- 
tione  membrorum,  fubita  triennio  circuma&o. 

Lib .  vii‘«-xxvih 
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Ter  Con,  an  old  Man ,  married  a  Wife , 
died,  and  left  IJfue  *. 


Of  Giants ,  we  have  mention  made 
.  in  the  facred  Writings,  and  the  Story 
of  Sampfon ,  is  known  to  our  very 
Children. 

Fabricius  Hildanus ,  Ambrofe  Tar- 
rey,  and  others  among  the  later 

Writers  of  Natural  HiJloryy  give  us 
various  Accounts  of  monftrous  Births 
and  preternatural  Productions,  which 
a  great  many  of  their  Readers  have 
been  ready  to  cenfure,  as  being  fabu¬ 
lous  y  and  beneath  their  Credit  :  And 
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*  JCpaTfpo?  Js  (pvariv  o  ’Avtmvx  t»  BotcriXtvg 
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Phlegon  de  Mirab*  cap.  xxxii. 
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I  have  more  than  once  heard  Tliny 
condemned  for  feme  of  the  Fads  of 
this  kind,  related  by  him.  Nor  can 
I  fpare  to  own,  that  if  I  had  feen 
his  Account  of  his  Boy,  or  that  of 
Craterus ,  already  cited,  before  I  faw 
the  Subjed  of  my  Hiftory,  I  Ihould 
have  been  ready  to  have  doubted  the 
Truth  of  either  of  them.  But  this 
modern  Inftance,  fo  frefh  in  Mine, 
and  the  Memory  of  the  Thoufands 
who  have  feen  this  wonderful  Boy, 
fhould  teach  us,  not  to  be  too  rafh 
in  cenfuring  an  Author,  who  enter¬ 
tains  us  with  the  Relation  of  Matters 
of  the  marvellous  kind. 

A  meet  Abftrad,  of  the  moft  re¬ 
markable  Circumftances  of  this  Boy's 
Hiftory,  would,  even  now,  obtain,  in 
diftant  Places,  but  very  little  Credit, 

or 
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or  perhaps,  none  at  all  >  much  left 
in  another  Century,  But  Perfons 
who  let  Reafon  and  mature  Reflec¬ 
tion  govern  them,  will  find  them- 
fclves  under  a  Neceffity  of  giving 
Credit,  to  an  Account,  fo  well  at- 
tefted,  as  the  Reader  will  find  the 

enfuing  Narrative  is. 

«  -  < 

For  the  Facls  already  alluded  to, 
mentioned  by  Fliny  and  CrateruSi 
we  have  only  the  bare  Word  of 
thofc  two  Authors  j  and  yet  I  do  not 
doubt  their  Veracity.  But,  to  render 
this  of  mine  left  liable  to  Cenfure  or 
Disbelief,  I  have  not  only  given  the 
Publiek,  the  Teftimonials,  and  Affi¬ 
davits  of  fiich'  Circumftances  as  might 
feem  to  demand  them  $  but  have  alfo, 
before  two  of  his  Majefty’s  Juftices  of 
the  Peace,  .who  have  feen  the  Boy, 

and 
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and  live  in  the  Neighbourhood, 
voluntarily  fworn  to  the  Truth  of 
fuch  contained,  in  my  Hiftory,  as 
came  within  the  Reach  of  my  own 
Obfervation  and  Knowledge  5  feveral 
of  which  would  have  efeaped  the 
Cognizance  of  Perfons,  led  by  a  meer 
Curiolity,  of  enquiring  after  the^- 
neral  Matter  of  their  Aftonifhment. 

As  I  found  my  Letter  about  the 
Child,  to  Dr.  Mead  in  1744,  among 
the  Thilofophical  Tranfa  Elions  for 
that  Year  5  fo  I  was  fatisfied,  that  my 
Account  of  him,  had  obtained  due 
Credit  with  the  Gentlemen,  who  com¬ 
pote  the  Royal  Society .  This  led 

me  to  enquire  into  every  Circum. 
ftance  relating  to  him,  which  I  thought 
might  contribute  to  their  farther  Sa¬ 
tisfaction,  and  induced  me  to  make 
frequent  Vifits  to  the  Boy,  as  Oppor¬ 
tunity 
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trinity  would  ferve  me  ;  refolving, 
that  that  learned  Body  fhould  not  be 
impofed  on,  by  any  falfe  or  fuperficial 
Accounts,  of  a  Production  fo  rare , 
and  fo  much  the  Objeft  of  their  At¬ 
tention  and  Enquiry .  I  had  the  great- 
er  Opportunity  of  doing  this,  becaufe 
I  was  well  acquainted  with  all  the  Per- 
ions  who  were  capable  of  furn  idling 
me  with  dependent  Accounts  3  and  be¬ 
caufe  the  Boy  himfelf,  took  a  feeming 
Complacency  in  me,  from  the  very 
firjl :  And,  to  the  laji\  difcovered 
fome  Regard  to  my  Authority :  For, 
confcious  and  vain  of  his  Strength, 
he  was  indomitable  as  a  Panther ,  to 
all  but  Mr.  Almond ,  his  Preceptor, 
and  me,  his  Surgeon,  who  ufed  to  af¬ 
fright  him,  by  brandifhinga  differing 
Knife ,  when  he  was  unruly,  or  petu¬ 
lant,  to  his  Father  or  Aunt. 


If 
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If  I  may  have  been  thought,  by 
fome,  to  have  been  too  particular,  or 
fuperficial  in  taking  the  Dimeniions  of 
the  Boy,  as  fome  who  faw,  in  the 
PhtlofojpJ  ical  Tranfaffions  the  Ac¬ 
count  I  fent  to  Dr.  Mead \  have 
told  me,  they  think  I  have  5  I  have 
this  to  fay,  on  my  Behalf,  that  I  once 
thought  fo  myfelf,  till  I  came  to  make 
the  Table,  p.  32,  &c .  in  which  I 
have  computed  his  different  Degrees 
of  Growth  at  different  Periods?  for 
the  Reader  will  fee  that  even  the 
Tenths  of  an  Inch,  when  carried  to 

the  Column  of  Inches,  amount,  in  the 
Sum  total,  for  near  three  Inches  of 

his  Height,  which  would  have  been 
loft  in  a  Neglect  of  the  Tenths. 
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Truth ,  and  Repreftntation  of  Mat¬ 
ters  of  real  Fad,  being  what  I  have 
had  the  greateft  Regard  to,  in  writ¬ 
ing  what  I  have  here  offered  to  the 
Publick,  F  fhall  be  very  eafy,  with 
regard  to  the  TUhtion,  if  I  have  not 
rendered  myfelf,  by  a  Negled  of  it, 
obnoxious  to  the  Difpleafure  of  theft 
Gentlemen,  whom  I  look  upon  to 
be  the  molt  intcrefted  in  the  Subjed, 
which  I  have  made  my  Choice. 

I  am  not  infcnfible,  that,  among 
the  Number  of  my  Readers,  there 
will  be  fome  who  may  be  unac¬ 
quainted  with  the  Terms  of  Art ,  and 
other  Exprefllons,  fcarcely  avoidable 
in  a  Trad  of  this  kind.  Theft  may, 
however,  be  affured,  that  nothing  of 
any  Conftquence  to  an  ordinary 

Rea- 
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Reader,  is  by  that  Means  deftgnedly, 
concealed  from  them,  there  being 
Room  enough  for  the  meaneft  Capa¬ 
city  to  pick  out  every  thing  relating 

to  the  Hiftory,  which  may  fatisfy  his 
Curiofity,  and  compenfate  him  for 
the  Trouble  he  is  at,  in  reading  it. 


The  Subj eel  itfelf,  would  lay  me 
under  a  Neceffity  of  having  a  Regard 
to  decent ,  as  well  as  apt  Expreflions  : 
And  in  this  Particular,  I  hope  I  have 
not  laid  myfelf  liable  to  juft  and  hea¬ 
vy  Cenfure. 
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Of  the  more  Remarkable  Paflages 


IN  THE 


LIFE  of  a  BOY,  &c. 


M 

JL  fa 


Argaret  Thomas ,  afterwards 
Wife  of  Thomas  Hally  and 
Mother  of  the  ft  range  Produc¬ 
tion  of  Nature ,  who  is  the 
Subjed  of  the  enfuing  Pages  s  was  born 
at  Swavefey ,  a  known  Village  within 
fix  Miles  of  Cambridge  y  April  1710, 
and  when  fhe  died  was  thirty-one 
Years  old.  She  was  Servant  three  Years 
to  Mr.  Edmond  Almond ,  Patter  to  a 

IB  Con- 


Congregation  of  Difienters,  who  meet 
at  JVivelingham,  in  the  County  of  Cam¬ 
bridge . 

In  the  Year  1738,  fhe  quitted  her 
Service,  and  married  Thomas  Hally  by 
whom  in  the  Year  1741,  fhe  conceived 
this  Boy,  being  her  fecond  Child,  of 
whom  flic  was  delivered  by  Mrs.  Alary 
Eenfted ,  0 Bober  31,  of  the  fame  Year. 

When  I  firft  faw  the  Child  (which 
was  in  Augujt ,  1744,  and  at  the  In- 
ftigation  of  Mrs,  Benftedy  from  whom 
I  had  received  feveral  invitatory  Mef- 
fages,  to  indulge  my  Curiofity,  by  a 
View  of  this  wonderful  Production  of 
Nature)  I  queftioned  the  Midwife  about 
his  Bulky,  when  he  was  juft  born  >  fhe, 
with  fome  of  the  XV omen  prefent  at  the 
Labour, allur'd  me,  that  at  his  Birthy hey 
did  not  apprehend  him  to  be  any  other 
than  what  they  ufualjy  term  a  tufty  Boy  ': 
But  that  when  he  was  about  nine 
Months  old,  and  net  before,  they  ob- 
lerved,  that  the  Barts  of  Generation  be¬ 
gan  to  diftingnilh  themfelves,  by  an  en¬ 
ormous  Incrc'afe  of  them,  and  which 

waa 
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was  ftill  more  furprizing,  the  Lanugo 
on  the  Tubes ,  itfelf,  which  is  the  Mark 
of  ! Puberty ,  began  to  dilcover  itfelf. 

This  particular  Thtenomenon ,  not  on¬ 
ly  furprized,  but  gave  the  Father,  Mo¬ 
ther,  and  Relations,  the  utmoft  Unea- 
finefs. 

They  kept  the  Affair  fecret  as  long 
as  they  could  ;  only  a  few  Women  be- 
fides  themfelves,  the  Midwife  and  Nurfe, 
having  any  Cognizance  at  all  of  it ;  till 
he  was  about  two  Years  old,  when  it 
could  no  longer  remain  in  Trivacy . 

When  I  went  over  to  fee  him,  it  was 
with  the  utmoft  Referve  ;  for  I  could  not 
credit  the  Accounts  I  had  heard  of 
him,  though  I  had  no  Reafon  to  doubt 
the  Veracity  of  the  Perfons  who  had 
related  the  Affair  to  me  5  yet  I  could 
not  help  diftrufting,  whether  feme  Par¬ 
ticulars  of  their  Story,  might  not  be  a 
little  drained,  and  hyperbolical. 

When  I  came  to  view  the  Subject  of 
my  Enquiry,  I  foon  found,  that  what 

B  2  had 
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had  been  told  me,  with  Refped  to 
his  Stature ,  and  Bulk  of  Body ,  was 
true. 

Mr.  Almond  and  Mrs.  Benfted  were 
with  me  at  this  Time,  and  we  pre¬ 
vailed  on  the  Father  and  Aunt,  to  let 
me  take  fomc  Dimenjions  of  him, 
which  I  did  with  Slips  of  Paper,  each 
of  which  I  diftinguiftui  by  writing  on 
them  5  and,  at  my  Return  Home,  got 
Mr.  Davenport ,  an  Officer  of  Excife 
in  the  Neighbourhood,  to  meafure  them, 
and  note  down  their  various  Lengths  5 
and  having  got  them  reduced  to  a  Ta¬ 
ble,  I  lent  them,  with  the  other  Parti¬ 
culars,  in  a  Letter  to  Dr.  Mead ,  who 
thought  proper  to  lay  what  he  received, 
before  the  Royal  Society,  to  whom  it 
was  read  January  10,  and  afterwards 
printed  in  their  Tranfatrlions ,  for  Ja¬ 
nuary ,  February ,  and  March ,  1745% 
and  is  as  fallows  : 
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Learned  Sir, 

Read  Jan. 

10,  1744-5. 

A  ‘Prodigy  of  Nature,  hereunder 
l  \  exaftly  defcribed,  has,  for  fome 
Months  paft,  engaged  the  Attention  of 
the  Curious,  in  this  Neighbourhood, 
and  feems  to  demand  that  of  that  lear¬ 
ned  Body,  of  which  you  are  a  Mem¬ 
ber  of  the  firft  Rank  ,•  and,  as  fuch, 
though  a  Stranger  to  you  in  Perfon, 

I  prefume  the  following  Account, will 
not  be  altogether  unacceptable  to  you. 

‘  At  the  Infiance  of  the  Midwife, 
concerned  at  the  Time  of  Labour,  I 
went  to  a  Village  called  Willingham, 
alias  Wivelingham,  about  fix  Miles 
North  of  Cambridge,  to  fee  a  Boy, 
then  (the  latter  End  of  Auguf)  juft 
two  Tears  and  ten  Months  old,  of 
whom  I  took,  with  the  utmofl:  Ac¬ 
curacy,  the  following  Dimenfions. 
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His  Height,  which  was  — 
The  Meafure  round  his  Neck 

—  . . .  of  the  Waif  — 

From  the  Head  of  one  Hu-1 
merus ,  to  that  of  the  other  ^ 
From  the  Head  of  -the  Hu¬ 
merus  to  the  Cubit  - — * 
From  the  Cubit  to  the  Ex¬ 
tremity  of  the  Ulna  and 

Radius  - - —  ■— 

The  Meafure  round  the  Wrift 
The  Length  of  the  Thigh 
from  the  Head  of  the  Fe¬ 
mur  to  the  Head  of  the  Ti¬ 
bia  - —  — — 

The  Meafure  round  its  thick- 
eft  Part 

From  the  Head  of  the  Tibia 
to  the  Aftragalus  — 

The  Length  of  the  Foot 
The  Breadth' of  the  fame  ~ 
The  Meafure  of  the  thickejl 
"  Part  of  the  Calf 
The  Length  of  the  4 Penis  as 
pendent 
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£  His  Weight  in  his  Cloaths,  was  four 

*  Stone  and  two  Pounds. 

c  The  Hair  of  his  Head  is  long, 
€  jlrong ,  of  a  dark  Brown  Colour,  and 
€  difplays  kfclf  naturally ,  in  fine  Curls . 

c  He  has  the  diftinguifhing  Mark  of 
f  Puberty  $  for  the  Lanugo ,  upon  the 
€  Pubes ,  is  as  long,  as  thick ,  and  as 

*  crijp,  as  that  of  an  adult  Perfon . 

c  He  is  very  Jlrong .  I  faw  him  take 

*  up  and  throw  from  him,  with  much 
<  Facility ,  a  Black-fmith’ s  Hammer , 
‘  which  weighed  feventeen  Pounds  > 

*  and  when  he  is  provoked  by  other 

*  Children  (for  he  goes  to  School)  he 

*  does  not  fight  with  his  Fid  nor  Legs, 
c  but  collars  them,  and  lays  them  proC 

*  trate,  by  meer  Strength.  Thus,  they 

B  4  4  tell 
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tell  me,  he  will  frequently  ferve  Boys 
4  of  eight  or  ten  Years  of  Age. 

€  His  Voice  in  common,  is  extremely 
€  manly ,  as  deep  a  Bafs ,  as  you  can  well 
c  conceive,  and  he  pronounces  very  di- 
€  Aindtly. 

€  He  has  fomething  a  little  favage  in 
f  his  Look,  though  they  tell  me,  he  is 
l  not  naturally,  quarrelfome . 

*  He  eats  and  drinks  with  great  Mo* 
c  deration . 

*  His  Underfianding  feems  to  be,  in 
*  common,  equal  to  that  of  a  Child  of 
c  five  or  fix  Years  old. 

c  He  is  quick  of  ApprehenJiony  and 
c  has  a  very  retentive  Memory . 

c  He  has  fomething  of  a  Jlately  Walk 
c  with  him,  and  (eems  confcious  of  that 
c  uncommon  Share  of  Strength ,  which 
c  the  Author  of  Nature  has  endowed 
c  him  with. 


£  He 
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€  He  is  not  made  a  publick  Shew  of, 
6  but  walks  about,  and  plays, in  common 
*  with  other  Children. 

1  When  I  faw  him,  the  Gians  of  the 
c  Tents  was  quite  uncovered;  and  his 
c  Aunt  and  the  Midwife ,  allured  me 

4  it  was  always  fo. 

*  His  Father  is  a  little  Man,  a  La- 
€  bourer,  his  Mother  (who  died  when 
c  he  was  but  nine  Months  old,  and,  as 

5  was  fuppofed,  by  giving  him  Suck , 
‘  for,  they  tell  me,  fhe  was  found  dead 
€  with  him  at  her  Bread)  was  a  Wo- 
c  man  of  a  middle  Stature . 


€  The  Midwife  allured  me,  that 

*  when  he  was  firft  born,  he  was  no 
€  other  than  what  they  term  a  lufty 

*  Boy,  fave  that  the  Tarts  of  Genera - 
1  tion  were  remarkably  large  ;  and 

*  that  the  Lanugo  firft  appear'd,  when 

1  he  was  near  a  Year  old,  which  gave 
c  great  Unealinefs  to  his  Parents,  who 
€  were  very  religious  People*.  I  am, 
learned  Sir,  Tour  moft  obedient 

Huntingdon,  humble  Servant, 

Jan.  4, 1744.  Tho.  Dawkes 


(  IO  ) 


But  about  three  Months  before  the 
Receipt  of  this  Letter  of  mine,  Notice 
(and  that  the  firft)  had,  I  found,  been 
given  to  the  Society  of  him,  in  a  Let¬ 
ter  to  Mr.  P bilip  Miller ,  one  of  the 
Fellows ,  from  Mr.  Almond ,  the  Gen¬ 
tleman  before  mentioned,  which  was 
read  at  one  of  their  Meetings,  on  the 
Eighth  Day  of  November  ij 43  5  at 
which  Time,  was  likewife  read,  another 
from  one  Mr.  Baily ,  to  James  Theo¬ 
balds  ,  Efq;  on  the  fame  Subject,  and 
much  to  the  fame  Purpofe 

The  following  is  an  Extract  of  Mr. 
AlmondV  Letter . 

Willingham ,  0£l.  3,  174.3. 

Read  Nov . 

8,.  1744- 

SIR, 

€  TT  Take  the  Freedom  to  give  you  an 
*  JL  Account  of  a  Prodigy  in  Nature , 
€  in  the  Town  where  1  dwell,  leaving 
!  it  to  your  Difcretion,  whether  it  be 

c  worth 


*  See  Philofophical  Franfafi.  for  the  Months  of  ya¬ 
mary,  February ,  and  March ,  1 744-5,  No.  475.  p.  25 1 . 
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worth  your  while,  to  give  the  Royal 
Society  Information  thereof. 

*  A  Servant,  who  married  out  of  my 
Family,  was  delivered  of  her  fecond 
Child,  a  Son ,  who,  at  his  Birth,  had 
fomething  very  extraordinary  about 
him,  above  other  Infants,  in  particu¬ 
lar,  in  5 Partibus  Generations  $  be- 
fides,  uncommonly  large  in  his  whole 
Body. 

c  He  grew  to  Admiration,  for  three 

Quarters  of  a  Year,  having  only  the 

Breaft-fuftenance  5  when  his  Mother 

died  fuddenly ,  and,  as  is  fuppofed,  he 

was  acceffory  thereunto,  bv  draw- 

✓  •  '  * 

ing  away  her  vital  Nourijhment . 

*  Since  her  Death,  he  has  continued 
growing  in  Proportion,  and  although 
now  but  two  Tears  and  eleven 
Months  old,  is  three  Feet ,  nine  Inches 
high,  and  better,  and  every  Part  in 
Proportion  thereunto. 

‘  His  Strength  and  Courage  fuch,  as 
to  overcome  Boys  of  Jix7  [even,  and 

...  ‘  eight 
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eight  Years  of  Age.  His  Voice  like 
a  Man s,  very  groom;  Weight  above 

*  four  Stone  *. 

V  ■  -  '  '  '  '  .  -  i 

‘  He  appears  to  have  as  much  Un¬ 
derstanding,  as  a  Boy  of  five  or  fix 
‘  Years  old.  , 

But  what  is  mod  fur  prizing,  his 

*  Penis  is  four  Inches  long,  when 
cieft  >  the  Hair  on  the  Pubes  an 

*  Inch  and  thick  The  Report  of 
him  has  brought  People  far  and  near 

c  to  fee  him. 


c  Tour  obedient 

c  Humble  Servant. 

\  9 

c  Edmund  Almond/ 


This  Letter  of  Mr.  Almond's ,  feems 
to  contradift  one  Circumftance  in  that 
of  mine  j  becaufe,  he  fays,  c  that  at  his 
c  Birth ,  he  had  fomething  very  extra¬ 
ordinary  about  him  above  other  In- 
,  c  fants  j 


*  Fourteen  Pounds  fo  the  Stone, 


(  o  ) 

£  fants,  in  particular,  in  Tartibus  Ge~ 

*  nerationis  ;  befides,  uncommonly  large 

c  in  his  whole  Body  l 

* 

Mr.  Almond ,  I  prefume,  fatisfied  at 
that  Time,  with  a  bare  'Conviftion  or 
the  Fafl;s  relating  to  his  Bulk ,  and  that 
ftill  more  extraordinary  Circumftance, 
the  Size  of  the  Organs  of  Generation, 
and  the  Mark  of  Virility  $  and  glad  at 
the  fame  Time,  from  the  common  Pro- 
penfity  of  Mankind,  to  Things  new ,  or 
uncommon ,  to  amufe  his  Friend,  with 
the  Hijlory  of  a  BroduBtion  fo  rare  and 
furprizing ,  might  not  fo  nicely  en¬ 
quire  after  the  Time,  when  thefe  Appea¬ 
rances  fir  ft  difeovefd  themfelves  5  it  be¬ 
ing  fufficient  to  him,  who  does  not 
profeftedly  fearch  into  the  Works  of 
Nature ,  upon  juft  and  evident  Grounds, 
to  raife  the  Curiofity  of  a  Friend,  to 
whom  he  wrote  a  familiar  Letter. 

The  Motives  which  induced  him  and 
7^?,  to  view  the  Objed  of  our  Attention, 
vie  re  quite  different  :  A  Curiofity  'com¬ 
mon  to  Mankind  in  general ,  attracted 
his  j  a  Thirft  after  natural  Knowledge, 

which 


6 
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which  either  is,  or  fhould  be,  peculiar 
to  Gentlemen  of  our  TrofeJJion ,  excited 
me.  His  Enquiry  into  the  6P hanomena 
of  Nature,  naturally  led  me7  to  ask, 
what  was  remarkably  obfervable  at  the 
Birth  of  the  Child,  whilft  it  might  be 
indifferent  to  Mr.  Almond ,  whether  he 
fearched  fo  narrowly  into  thatParticular, 
or  not :  Nor  need  it  be  wondered  at,  or 
made  a  Matter  of  Cenfure ,  that  a  Per- 
fon,  led  by  the  meet  Defire  of  being  fa- 
tisfied,  whether  what  was  reported  to  be 
be  wonderful ,  was  really  fo  or  not  > 
fhould  be  lefs  accurate  in  his  Obferva- 
tions,  than  one,  who  made  a  fir  iff  En¬ 
quiry  into  the  mod  minute  Particulars, 
his  foie,  and  fecret  View. 

But  here  I  digrefs. 

Dr.  Mortimer ,  Secretary  to  the  Roy¬ 
al  Society,  lets  us  know  in  the  Tranfi 
actions  before-cited,  that  a  fecond  Let¬ 
ter  was  lent  them  by  Mr.  Almond , 
with  a  fub  join'd  (Copy  of)  the  Affida¬ 
vits  and  Tejlimonies  of  the  Midwife , 
Minifer ,  Churchwardens ,  and  Others, 

6  that 


(  If  ) 

that  this  Child,  Thomas  Hall ,  was 
born  on  the  Thirty-firft  Day  of  Octo¬ 
ber,  1741.  In  which  Letter,  Mr.  Al- 
mond  z\io  allur’d  the  Perfon,  (Mr.  Mil¬ 
ler)  to  whom  he  wrote,  that  between 
Augujt  the  Twenty-third  and  Novem¬ 
ber  the  Thirtieth  of  the  fame  Year,  he 
was  grown  two  Inches  and  a  half,  /.  e. 
from  three  Feet  eight  Inches  and  three 
Tenths \  to  three  Feet  eleven  Inches . 

Soon  after  I  had  taken  the  above  Di- 
menfions,  I  had  the  Honour  to  dine 
with  the  Right  Honourable  the  Earl  of 
Sandwich ,  at  the  Crown  at  Hunting¬ 
don, ,  to  whom,  together  with  John 
Bigg  of  Graff  ham,  Francis  Nay  lour  of 
Ojford ,  Efqsj  two  of  his  Ma jetty's  Ju¬ 
ft  tees  of  the  Peace,  and  fome  other 
Gentlemen,  I  communicated  the  Parti¬ 
culars  of  this  young  Giant ,  as  the  Peo¬ 
ple  called  him. 

My  Report  obtain'd  but  little  Credit 
with  them,  when  I  mention'd  the  La¬ 
nugo  on  the  Tubes  ;  that  Part  of  the 
Story  feeming  to  them  a  Ikt \cftraind 

and 
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and  fabulous .  Nor*  indeed,  did  I 
wonder  at  their  Incredulity ,  when  I 
refle&ed*  how  backward  I  my  felf  was, 
to  move,  to  latisfy  my  own  Curiofity* 
after  repeated  Invitations  from  the  MM 
wife,  of  whofe  Integrity  I  was  never- 
thelefs,  fully  fatisfied.  However*  to 
convince  them  all*  and  cfpecially*  the 
Noble  Perfonage  juft  mentioned,  I  un¬ 
dertook  to  produce  the  Boy,  in  Perfon, 
to  his  Lordfhip,  and  the  other  Gentle¬ 
men,  who,  with  his  Father  and  Aunt, 
at  my  Inftigation,  came  to  Huntingdon 
Aprils  1745. 

His  Lordfhip  happened  then  to  be  at 
fhe  Town,  and  had  the  Boy  introduced 
to  him,  at  the  Inn  where  he  was,  with 
the  Mayor ,  fome  of  the  Aldermen *  and 
lome  other  Gentlemen. 


His  Lordjhip  finding  the  Fads  which 
1  had  related  to  him  to  be  true,  and  par¬ 
ticularly  that  Part  of  my  Story  which 
lefpefted  the  Size  of  the  Boy,  and  his 
having  the  Marks  of  ‘Puberty,  required 
of  his  Father  fome  Credentials  about  his 
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Age,  from  the  Midwife ,  Nurfe ,  and. 
forne  other  Perfons  prefent  at  his  Birth • 
He  produced  the  following  : 

I  Was  affiftant  at  the  Labour  of  Mar-> 
garet  Hall ,  the  Wife  of  Thomas 
Hall ,  and  delivered  her,  of  her  Son, 
Thomas  Hall \  on  the  the  Thirty-flrft 
Day  of  October >  174 1. 

Decemb. 
io5 1744, 

Benjled,  Midwife. 


I  Baptized  the  above- Paid  Thomas 
Hall ,  on  the  Second  Day  of  March , 
1741  2,  and  am  thoroughly  fatisfied,  that 
he  was  born,  on  the  Thirty-firft  Day  of 
O  Ttober,  1741. 

Decemb, 

jo,  1744,  .  . 

Edmund  Almond >  Minifies 
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WE  the  Nurfe r  and  Women ,  who: 

attended  ,  and  were  prefent,  at 
the  Birth  of  the  abovementiond  Thomas 
IT  all y  Son  of  Thomas  Hall ,  do  know, 
and  hereby  teftify,  that  he  was  born, 
QBober  the  Thirty-fir#,  1741. 

Nurfe,  Mary  Banders. 


Women  prefent, 


Eliz.  Few , 


Mary  Garner ,  Hannah  But  trey \ 

Mary  Taylor 9  Jane  Fijber \ 

Alice  Rogers,  Mary  S indrey . 

f  ■  '  v  I  ■  .  y.  ,  *t. 

WE  the  Church-wardens ,  Over - 
Jeers,  and  principal  Inhabitants 
of  tire  Town  of  Willingham ,  do  be¬ 
lieve  the  above  Affidavits  to  be  true  5 


and  that  Thomas  Hal!r  the  Son  of 
Thomas  Hall ,  was  born  the  Thirty- 
fir#  of  QBober  1741. 


* 


John  Wurman, 
John  White , 

Jofeph  Oaket, 
John  Read , 


i 


C  bur  ch-  ward  e  ns, 
Overfeers, 


/A? 
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I M  HA  B  1 TA  MTS. 


Jofeph  Afplen , 
John  Benfted,  jun, 
George  Jordan , 
William  Read , 
Henry  Ingle , 
Martin  Maylei 


William  B onfield , 
John  Osburny 
William  Ingle , 
William  Berry y 
John  Benfled ,  fen* 
Abraham  Biggs * 


His  Lordjhip  having  examined  thefe 
Affidavits  and  Teftimonies,  required  it 
of  the  Father*  and  Aunt  of  the  Boy,  to 
make  Oath  in  his,  and  the  Prefence  of 
the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Gentlemen* 
then  prefen t,  of  the  Truth  of  this  Af¬ 
fair,  which  they  readily  did. 

The  Affidavit  they  then  made,  and 
which  I  now  tranfcribe  from  the  ori¬ 
ginal  Paper,  runs  thus : 


C  % 


Borough  of  Huntingdon ,  v  • 

24  April,  1745-. 

* 

r~]P  H  I  S  Day  came  Thomas  Hall ,  Fa- 
JL  diet  oi  the  above-named  Thomas 
Hall ,  and  Elizabeth  Hall,  his  Aunt,, 
and  fwore  to  the  Truth  of  the  above- 
written  Testimonials  before  us, 

Thomas  Mackworth,  Mayor7 

v  >  -  '  T  -  .  .  ' 

Sandwich, 

William  Fullwood,  M.  T). 

■  *  f  '  •  •  •% 


Thomas  Thong , 
Thomas  Warner , 
Walter  Thongs 
Reade  ‘ Peacock , 


TDeane , 
Charles  Slow , 
“James  Harris , 
Edward  Ferrar* 


A  few  Days  afterwards,  (for  I  was 
out  of  Town  when  this  was  tranfafted) 
I  happened  again,  into  Sandwich's 
Company,  when  his  Lordfhip  was 
pleafed  to  express  to  me,  the  great  Sa- 

tif- 
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tisfaftion  the  View  of  the  Boy,  and 
the  Credentials  relating  to  the  Fads 
of  his  Birth  and  Age>  had  given  him  ; 
and,  at  the  fame  Time,  earneftly  defifd 
of  me,  that  I  would  take  every  Oppor¬ 
tunity  of  viflting  him  5  but  more  par¬ 
ticularly,  he  advifed  me  to  give  an  Ac¬ 
count  of  him  to  Martin  Folkes ,  Efcp 
the  ' Prefident  of  the  Royal  Society . 

I  told  his  Lordflnp,  I  had  tranfmitted 
to  Dr. Mead ,a  Memoir  about  him, which, 

I  prefumed,  he  would  offer  to  the  Com 
federation  of  the  Society.  But  noAccourt 
of  him  having  yet  appear'd  in  the  Tranf- 
actions ,  and  his  Lordfhip  doubting, 
whether  that  Learned  Body  would  give 
Credit  to  a  plain,  and  only  epijlolary 
Account  of  him  >  ftill  prefs’d  me  to  fend 
the  fame  Relation  of  the  Affair,  to  the 
Brefident ,  and  gave  me  Direction  how 
to  write  to  him.  I  wav’d  my  Writing 
to  that  Gentleman  for  a  few  Days,  and, 
at  length,  faw,  in  the  next  Number 
of  the  Tran fadt ions ,  the  Letter  1  had 
fent  to  Dr.  Mead \  with  another  from 
Mr.  Almond  to  Mr.  Miller ,  > 

3  flllQ  . 


(  22  ) 


\ 


Finding  that  ray  Narrative  had  ob* 
tained  Belief  with  the  Society,  I  was 
animated  with  a  Defire  of  indulging 
my  Curiofity,  as  far ,  and  as  long ,  as  the 
Subject  of  it  would  allow  me ;  as  it 
was  a  Matter  which  did,  at  that  Time, 
engrofs  fo  much  of  the  Converfation 
of  the  Neighbourhood,  for  many  Miles 
about  5  and  which,  I  prefumed,  wrould 
have  fome  Share  in  the  Thoughts  of 
the  Curious,  of  all  Nations,  and  in 
all  Ages. 

This  induced  me,  in  about  a  Month 
after,  to  pay  this  wonderful  TdrodtiElion 
of  Nature ,  another  Vifit,  and  taking 
Mr.  Almond  with  me,  I  again  mca- 
fured  his  Height,  and  found  he  had  in- 
creafed  in  Stature,  pretty  nearly,  one 
Inch f 

I  renewed  my  Vifit  for  three  Months, 
iucceffively,  about  the  Expiration  of 
each  Month  ;  Mr.  Almond  each  Time 
with  me,  when  I  found  the  monthly 
Addition  to  his  Meafure,  as  to  this  Par¬ 
ticular,  was,  as  nearly  as  poffible,  the 


■3 
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fame 5  viz.  one  Inch  per  Month  %  but 
his  IVrijl  (which  I  always  furvey’d  at 
the  fame  Time)  varied  not  at  all. 

As  I  gave  him  Money,  when  I  went 
to  fee  him  5  fo  I  found  it  no  difficult 
Matter  to  ingratiate  myfelf  with  him, 
and  to  cultivate  a  Friendfhip,  which 
would  give  me  all  the  Opportunities  of 
eafy  Accefs  to  him,  I  could  defire,  and 
of  making  all  the  Observations,  which 
I  could  pre- conceive,  might  be  re¬ 
quired. 

I  muft  crave  the  Liberty  of  a  flight 
Digreffion  here,  to  acquaint  the  Rea¬ 
der.,  that  he  had,  before  he  came  to 
Huntingdon ,  been  made  a  pubhfk  Shew 
.of  at  Cambridge ,  St.  Edmund's* Bury , 
and  fiome  other  Places. 

At  Cambridge ,  Mr.  Almond  and 
Mrs.  Benjled,  the  Midwife,  l'worc  to 
the  Truth  of  the  original  Affidavits 
(mention’d  in  p.  17,  1 8)  before  Mr, 
Nuttingy  then  (I  think)  Mayor  of  the 
Corporation,  who  fubferihed  their  De¬ 
molitions,  in  the  following  Form. 

C  4,  Tow« 


(  H  ) 


Town  of  Cambridge , 
'Dec.  io,  1744. 


^  HIS  Day  ^Edmund  Almond >  and 
Mary  Benjledy  came  before  me, 
and  fwore  to  the  Truth  of  the  Affida¬ 
vits  above. 


Thomas  Nutting . 


He  was  now  carried  from  Place  to 
Place,  and  expofed  to  public k  View  * 
fo  that  I  had  no  Opportunity  of  Inter- 
courfe  with  him,  or  making  any  Ob- 
fervations  about  him,  till  May  1746; 
when  hearing  he  was  returned,  I  rode 
over  to  the  Town,  and  took  with  me 
Mr.  Moore ,  an  ingenious  and  profefled 
Singing-mafterjin  thePrefenceof  whom, 
and  Mr.  Fojfey ,  the  Landlord  of  the 
Houfe,  at  which  our  Horfes  flood,  I 
carefully  meafured  his  Height,  which  I 
found  to  be  four  Feet  and  one  Inch . 
His  Age  at  that  Time  was,  four  Tears 
and  fix  Months . 

v  ,  *  ,  I 
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I  was  a  good  deal  furprized,  to  find 
fuch  a  *D  if  crimen  in  his  Growth  >  his 
Increafe  in  Height,  being  no  more  than 
five  Inches ,  in  thirteen  Months 5  where¬ 
as,  in  the  Year  1744,  I  meafured  him, 
as  I  mentioned  before,  for  four  Months 
fucceffively,  and  found  that  he  had 
grown  in  Tallnefs,  pretty  nearly  one 
Inch  in  each  Month . 

This  tardy  Accretion ,  I  was  not  fo 
much  at  a  Lofs  to  account  for,  after 
the  Father  had  told  us,  that  he  had  been 
ill  for  feven  or  eight  Months,  as  he  was 
at  that  Inftant  5  the  Surface  of  his  Bo¬ 
dy,  difcoyering  a  great  Number,  of  in¬ 
flammatory  Puftles,  and  furunculous 
Eruptions,  which  had  enervated  him, 
vitiated  his  Blood,  and  depraved  his 
Appetite. 

I  gave  fome  Directions  how,  for  the 
future ,  they  fhould  order  his  cDiet^ 
which  being  obferved,  they  4//,  except 
one  large  one ,  difappeafd  in  a  little 
Time,  and  he  could  eat  and  drink  as 

11  iti  ah 
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irfua'l.  For  it  was  too  well  teown. 
that  whilfi:  he  was  made  a  Spectacle 
to  the  'wondering  Multitude his  Fa¬ 
ther  (who  indeed,,  could  not  eontroul* 
or  govern  him )  had  differed  him  to 
participate  of  all  the  luxurious  Meats 
and  Drinks,  which  the  aftonifhed  Spec¬ 
tators  had  tempted  him  to  receive  ;  in* 
fomuch,  that  after  his  Return  Home,  he 
grew  a  kind  of  Epicure ,  and  nothing 
would  go  down  with  him,  as  his  Aunt 
affur  d  me,  but  White  Meat ;  for  this 
was  the  Term  he  gave  to  Fowls y  Fifk$ 
and  other  voluptuous  Eatables,  which 
he  met  with  at  the  Houfes  of  Gen¬ 
tlemen. 

Befides,  he  was  frequently  debauched 
with  Wine ,  and  other  inebriating  Li~ 
ejuors,  which  the  Unthinking  among 
the  Croud  of  Wonder ers ,  would  be  apt 
to  entertain  him  with. 

While  Mr,  Moore  was  in  the  Room 
with  me,  he  obferved  indeed,  ( before  I 
had),  that  he  had  between  the  Nofe  and 
the  Upper  dip)  the  Appearance  of  a 

Beard  * 
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'  *  «  V 

Beard  5  this  had  then,  but  a  feint  Rcfem- 
blance  of  one  :  But  when  I  viewed  him 
again  in  November ,  174 6,  I  found  the 
Hair  which  grows  on  that  Part,,  to  dis¬ 
play  itfeif  in  long  and  ftrong  Whisker 
of  a  dark-brown  Colour. 

He  was  quite  fmooth  below  the  Un¬ 
der-lip ,  nor  did  fo  much  as  a  fingk 
flair  appear  on  his  Chin. 

The  Boy  being,  as  I  had  heard,  fond 
of  Singings  I  got  Mr,  Moore  to  try 
him,  in  what  Key, we  might  fuppofe  his 
natural  Voice  to  be  placed.  By  giving 
him  Money,  we  got  him  to  fa,  la ,  the 
Gamut,  feveral  Times  over.  Mr,  Moore 
let  it  in  B  Mi. 

He  took  great  Pains,  afterwards,  to 
find  out  th ^Extremity  of  his  Voice  5  but 
the  Boy  being  ill,  he  was  then  crofsy 
peevijh ,  and  fallen  $  fo  that  we  could 
not  be  fatisfied  itl  that  Particular, 

About  this  Time,  the  Earl  of  Sand¬ 
wich  was  in  Holland ,  gone  Embajfa * 

dor 
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dor  to  the  State s-General.  And  as  his 
Excellency  had  always  been  very  inqui- 
iitive  about  the  Boy,  every  Time  he 
happened  to  meet  with  me  j  I  fent  him, 
while  he  was  at  Utrecht ,  the  fame  Ac¬ 
count  I  prefented  to  the  Royal  Society , 
in  November ,  174,6,  with  fome  other 
Particulars,  mentioned  in  the  foregoing 
Pages* 

\r 

The  Beginning  of  November ,  1746, 
I  received  the  following  Letter  : 

To  Mr.  Thomas  Dawkes,  Surgeon , 
at  St.  Ives,  Huntingdonjhire . 

S  1  R, 

c  HP  HE  Royal  Society ,  are  greatly 
A  obliged  to  you,  for  your  curious 
*  and  particular  Account  of  the  wonder - 
€  ful  Boy . 


8  You  are  earneftly  defired,  to  conti- 
c  nue  that  Favour,  with  what  is  far- 
c  ther  remarkable  relating  to  him.  I 
8  am,  with  great  Efteem, 

Tour  moft  obedient ,  humble  Servant , 


London,  Nov, 
3>  *746‘ 


T*  Lobh* 
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.  •  ,  ..  '  _  *  >  .  ft  •  * 

J  •  ,  ,  t 

Mr.  Almond  had  al fo  one  from  the 
fame  Gentleman,  to  the  fame  Pur* 
pole.  v 

A  few  Days  after  the  Receipt  of  this 
Letter,  I  made  another  journey  to  IVil - 
lingham ,  foon  in  the  Morning,  that  I 
might  have  Time  enough  to  take  the 
moft  exact  and  particular  Survey  of  his 
bodily  Tartsy  as  well  as  to  inform  my- 
felf  of  the  VaJJions  of  his  Mind ,  his 
Genius ,  and  Improvement  in  Know - 
ledge .  .  ■  .  . 

f .  e-  ,  '  , 

I  found  him  at  School,  with  Mr. 
Almond ,  and  very  alert,  among  the 
other  Boys.  »  ■ 

*  C  4  »  *  '  •  ■  i  ife-j  , 

I  was  told,  it  was  doubtful,  whether 
the  Boy  would  give  me  Leave  to  take 
the  Dimenfions  of  him  again  5  being 
now  grown  (feemingly)  fenfible  of  my 
real  Defigu  in  asking  it  of  him.  But 
knowing  his  Foible  to  be,  an  Ambition 
for  fine  and  gaudy  Apparel ,  1  found 
fault  with  the  Cloaths  he  had  then  got 

on. 
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on,  and  told  him,  ‘  they  were  not  good 
‘  enough  for  fo  fine  and  man-like  a  Boy 
e  as  he  ;  that  I  intended  him  a  new  Suit, 
‘  which  ihould  be  made  by  my  Taylor, 
1  if  he  would  let  me  meafure  him.'  To 
this  he  liftened,  with  great  Attention, 
and  went  with  Chearfulnefs,  into  Mr. 
Almond' %  Parlour,  to  fubmit  to  the  Con¬ 
trivance. 

Having  thus  far  obtained,  I  proceeds 
ed  to  meafure  him,  for  which  Purpofe 
he  chearfully  dripped  kimfelf. 

A  * 

Having  taken  fuch  a  Survey  of  him, 
as  my  Mihd  then  dictated  to  me,  I 
meafured  all  my  Papers,  and  formed 
the  following  Table,  which,  with  other 
remarkable  Particulars,  I  fent  to  the 
Royal  Society ,  in  a  Poll  or  two.  j 
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Having  taken  thefe  Dimenfions  of 
inm  we  put  him  into  a  Scale,  and 
found  that,  in  his  Cloaths,  he  weighed 
El&hty-five  ‘Pounds ,  or  Six  Stone 
and  One  Pound.  So  that  at  the  two 

1  imes  of  Menfuration,  &c.  his  Weight 
hood  thus ;  3 


*744 

lb,  y8 


17+6  Difference 
lb.  8j  lb.  27 


In  January  1746-7,  I  was  in  the 
Town  with  fome  Patients,  and  heard, 
that  this  Boy,  was  bad  of  a  Fever  5  l 
calld  to  fee  him,  and  found  that  he 
nad  one  of  the  Intermitting  Kind 
I  fent  him  a  Medicine,  and  in  two  or 
three  Days  more,  vifited  him  again 
but  found  he  had  not  taken  it.  I  re- 
proved  him  for  his  Objlinacy ,  and 
made  him  promife  me,  he  would  take 
it  the  next  Day,  as  I  had  direfted. 

ut,  when  after  two  or  three  Days 
more,  I  faw  him  again,  I  found  he 

^  2  had 
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had  not  taken  of  it  above  once*^  It 
was  a  Solution  of  the  Sal  Abfyi®- 
thiu 

Finding  it  was  to  no  Furpofe  to  at¬ 
tempt  any  longer,  to  give  him  Relief* 
by  Medicines,  I  left  him  to  the  Care 
of  his  Aunt,  :  and  waved  any  more 
Viftts  to  him,  except  accidental  ones* 
till  June  h  at  the  Beginning  of  which, 
I  happened  to  meet  with  Dr.  Heber - 
den ,  of  St.  Johris-Gollege ,  Cambridge , 
who  told  me,  he  had  been  confuited 
for  the  Willingham  Boy ,  and  that  he 
believed  he  had  a  Bhthijis  B ulmonalis , 
or  Confumption,  which  he  feared 
would  fhortly  prove  fatal  to  him* 

‘  •  'y  ? 

In  two  or  three  Days  after,  I  rode 
over  to  fee  him,  and  took  with  me 
the  Reverend  Mr .  B ovules ,  Curate  of 
the  Parilh. 

*■ 

When  we  enter'd  the  Room  (which 
\vas/  about  Noon)  the  Boy  was  going 
to  rife,  and  when  he  came  down,  it 
{hacked  us  both*  to  fee  what  a 

ft  ranee 
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ftrange  Alteration  his  Difeafe  had 
made  in  him  5  fo  much  was  he  ema¬ 
ciated  l 

We  asked  him  feveral  Queftions, 
but  he  Teemed  averfe  to  Speech,  and 
regard  Ids  of  either  of  us ;  nor  was 
he  more  willing  to  move  than  to  an¬ 
swer.  We  did,  however,  prevail  on 
him  to  (land  ered  againft  the  Wall, 
that  I  might  take  his  rieight,  and  fuflrer- 
cd  me  to  meafure  his  IVrtJl  alfo.  But 
his  infirm  Condition,  made  it  both 
unreafonable,  and  unfafe,  to  take  any 
farther  Dimenfions  of  him. 

At  this  Time,  we  found 

Ft.  In.  Ts. 

His  Height  - - — —  462 

His  TVrifi  in  Circum- 1 

ference  —  t  0  7  1 

3 

So  that  from  November  1746,  to 
June  174.7,  he  had  increafed  in  Height , 
one  Inch,  but  in  the  Meafure  of  his 
Wrift,  had  decreafed  one  half  of  an 
Inch . 


Wc 
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Wc  may  obferve  here,  that  his  Di- 
ftemper,  which  had  made  fuch  Ha- 
vock  with  the  mufcular  Fibres,  and 
produced  fuch  an  Alteration  in  the 
Features  of  his  Face,  had  very  little 
impeded  the  Accretion  of  the  Bones  j 
the  Trunk  of  the  whole  Body,  having, 
in  eight  Months,  grown  in  Altitude, 
above  an  Inch  j  while  the  mufcular 
Fibres  were  continually  wafting. 

When  he  would  have  come  to  his 
or  extreme  Degree  of  Growth, 
is  a  Matter  which  only  the  Supreme  and 
Omnifcient  Author  of  his  Being,  could 
be  acquainted  with.  But  fome  Sort  of 
Conjecture,  I  prefume,  may  be  made 
from  a  Computation  of  the  Difference 
of  Growth,  at  different  Periods.  I  fhall 
therefore  beg  the  Readers  Leave  to 
amufe  him  with  the  bell  I  can  ;  fub- 
mitting  it  to  better  Judgments,  to  cen- 
fure  or  corred  it. 


Let 


Let  us  then  fuppofe,  upon  a~\ 
moderate  Computation  , 
that,  at  the  Time  of  his 
Birth ,  his  Length  was 
It  appears,  that  his  Berpen- 
dtcular  Accretion ,  from 
October  31,  1741,  to  A11- 
guft  3,  1744,  which  is 
Thirty-four  Months,  and 
he  then  two  Years  and 
ten  Months  old,  was  — 
From  Auguft  3,  1744,  to 


iheBeginning  of  December  I 
the  fame  Year,  his  Age  > 
3  Years  and  2  Months ,  \ 
he  was  found  to  grow 
From  "December ,  1744,  to 
November  1746,  which 
is  twenty  -  three  Months, 
he  four  Tears  and  ten 
Months  old,  the  Accre¬ 
tion  was  — 


> 


From  November,  1746,  tol 
June,  1747,  8  Months ,  \ 
five  Tears  and  a  half\ 

old  . . 1 . . 

From  June,  1747,  to  Au-1 
guft,  27,  1747,  5  Tears  > 
10  Months  old  r— -  —  J 


o 


o 


o 


1 4 1 6 1 2 1 


By  this  Tabic,  we  may  plainly  fee, 
that  his  remarkable  Increafe  in  Alti¬ 
tude  was,  from  the  Time  of  his 
Birth,  to  December,  1744,  or  till 
he  was  three  Years  and  two  Months 
old.  From  which  Time  the  Auxefis 
began  to  abate  of  its  marvellous  Fury  : 
For  in  the  next  twenty-three  Months, 
he  had  not  grown  above  eight  Inches, 
©r  thereabouts,  nor  in  the  eight  fucceed- 
ing  Months,  more  than  one  Inch. 
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Whether  he  had  grown  any  thing 
in  the  next  two  Months,  which  were 
the  two  laft  of  his  Life. (for  on  Wed- 
nefday ,  the  third  of  September ,  with¬ 
out  any  remarkable  Symptoms  or  Ago¬ 
nies,  he  expired)  we  cannot  lay.  But 
as  he  had  increafed  but  one  Inch  in 
the  eight  preceding  Months,  which  is 
very  little  more  than  one  Eighth  per 
Month,  if  equally  divided,  (unlefs  we 
fuppofe  that  his  Diftemper  did  entire¬ 
ly  put  a  Stop  to  his  Growth,)  we 
may  reafonably  think  that  he  was 
got  to  his  two  Months  before  he 
died,  and  that  inftead  of  being  a  Gi¬ 
ant,  he  might  have  turn’d  out  a  kind 
of  'Dwarf,  For  four  Feet  fix  Inches, 
and  a  trifle  more,  which  was  his  utmoft 
perpendicular  Altitude  two  Months 
before  he  died  ;  is  but  an  infignificant 
Stature  for  a  Man ,  who  if  with  no 
better,  fhould  grow  very  fat ,  would 
give  the  Spectators  of  him,  the  natural 
Idea  of  a  Dwarf  How  ftrangely, 
how  infenfibly  does  Admiration  infa¬ 
tuate  us,  and  intoxicate  our  Reafon ! 

for 
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for  a  little  Attention  to  the  Dictates  of 
this,  and  a  Comparifon  of  the  De¬ 
grees  of  his  Growth,  at  two  or  three 
Periods  at  moft,  would  have  guided  us, 
to  have  made  a  tolerable  Prefage,  to 
what  Degree  of  Stature  this  Subject 
of  our  Enquiry  would  probably  have 
arrived  $  especially  if,  at  the  fame  Time, 
we  confidered  the  Circumftance  of  the 
early  Appearance,  of  the  Marks  of 
Tuherty, 

Whether  his  Difeafe,  under  which 
he  languished  for  eighteen  Months,  or 
better,  was  the  Caufa  fine  qua  nony  of 
the  Tardinefs  of  his  Growth  for  fome 
Months,  and  of  its  two  before 
he  died  *  is  a  Point  in  Tkyfick ,  which 
the  Profeffors  of  that  Science  are  belt 
able  to  determine  5  though  I  hope  the 
Affinity  of  my  Profeffion  to  theirs f 
will  attone  for  the  Offence,  if  in  a 
little  Effay,  I  probably  may  publifh,  I 
fhould  offer  to  thepublick  Cenfure  and 
Correction,  fome  Obfervations  of  my 
own  upon  this  and  fome  other  Subjeds, 
which  have  a  more  immediate  Relation 

,  t  Q 
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to  the  Cafe  of  the  Boy,  and  therefore 
do  not  fo  dire&ly  concern  the  Atten¬ 
tion  of  the  ordinary,  and  indifferent 
Reader,  who  will  be  better  fatisfied 
with  the  Htftory  of  Faffs,  than  with 
the  Incumbrance  of  fpeculative  Mat¬ 
ters.,  But  the  candid  Reader  will,  I 
hope,  pardon  this  great  Bigrelllon, 
which  I  was  infenfibly  led  into. 

His  Voice  too,  which,  before  his 
Illnefs,  was,  as  I  obferved  in  my  Let¬ 
ter  to  Dr.  Mead ,  as  deep  a  Bafs  as  you 
can  well  conceive  5  and  if  1  may  be  al¬ 
lowed  (taking  Truth,  as  well  as  ieveral 
who  have  heard  him,  for  Witnefs)  to 
fay  it,  if  provok’d  to  cry,  refembled, 
as  nearly  as  pofliblc,  the  Roaring,  or 
if  through  Lafcivioufnefs ,  the  Magi - 
tus  of  a  Bull ,  was,  to  Admiration, 
alter’d  ,*  now  fcarcely  giving  us  the 
Idea  of  the  ordinary  one  of  a  Man. 

We  queftioned  his  Aunt,  who  is  a 
fedate,  and  undefigning  Wonan,  about 
his  Apprehenfions  of  "Death .  She  in¬ 
timated  to  us,  that  fhe  had  been  very 

fol- 
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follicitous  herfelf,  to  fearch  out  that9 
and  that  one  Day  file  preffed  him  to 
eat,  as  flic  had  very  often,  and  ufed 
to  have  a  peevifb  Anfwer  from  him  j 
but  being  that  Day  in  a  better  Hu¬ 
mour  than  common,  he  anfwered, 
with  great  Compofure  of  Mind,  Aunt 9 
I  know  I  Jhould  take  it  (meaning  the 
Food  then  prepared  for  him)  or  elfe 
1  know  1  muft  die  i  hut  I  cannot 
tat . 

Augufi  the  2  8th,  I  went  again  to 
vifit  him,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Wil¬ 
liam  Reads  a  very  creditable  Inhabi¬ 
tant  of  the  Town.  He  was  then 
coming  down  Stairs,  and  was  a  ftill 
more  piteous,  and  fhocking  Spectacle  > 
for  his  Vifage  was  meaugres  having  a 
dull,  heavy,  dejeded  Look,  and  hol¬ 
low  Eyes.  His  Legs,  from  the  Knee 
to  the  Ankle,  were  pretty  nearly  Cy~ 
linders,  his  Calves  being  fcarcely  to 
be  diftinguifhed  :  He  could  not  walk 
without  Support,  and  when  he  did,  it 
was  not  creft,  but  with  an  Incurva¬ 
tion  of  Body, 
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His  Aunt  fhewed  us  his  Head,  io 
which  were  feveral  Spaces  (fome  as 
large  as  a  Crown-piece)  of  Baldnefs . 

She  kemb’d  his  Hair  in  our  Prefence* 
and  fhew'd  us*  that  it  did  not  come 
off  by  that  Means,  She  laid,  that  fince 
his  Ilinefs,  file  had  obferved  an  infen - 
fible  Decay  of  it. 

His  Vifage ,  in  general,  together  with 
his  Gefture  and  Way  of  moving , 
would  have  given  any  indifferent  Spec¬ 
tator,  unacquainted  with  his  real  Age, 
the  lively  Idea  of  a  decrepid  old  Many 
worn  out  with  Age.  But,  remarking 
his  Chiny  in  particular,  (which  now, 
and  not  many  Days  before)  exhibi¬ 
ted  a  downy  Beard ,  it  would  rather 
refemble  that  of  a  very  old  Woman  ; 
unlefs,  at  the  fame  time,  you  had  a 
proper  Regard  to  his  Whiskers  (the 
Appearance  of  which,  I  have  before 
mentioned,)  6 


We  could  not  get  him  to  anfwer  us 
one  Queftion  $  but  there  being  a  good 
Fire  in  the  Room,  he  drew  his  Chair, 
and,  with  his  Elbows  on  his  Knees,  fat 
hovering  over  it. 

He  was  extremely  cold ,  and  had  a 
languid  and  quick  Pulle,  like  that  of  a 
Perlon  at  the  Point  of  Death. 

We  entreated  him  to  (hake  Hands 

with  us,  which  he  did,  and  we  took 
our  Leave. 

* 

His  Aunt  informed  us,  that  when 
ihc  mentioned  'Dying  to  him,  and 
going  to  another  IV^orld  5  it  feem’d 
to  give  him  great  Uneafinefs ;  and  he 

would  always  anfwer,  Dorit  let  me 
hear  of  it. 

On  Wednesday ,  the  Third  of  Sep¬ 
tember^  174,7,  about  Six  in  the  Morn¬ 
ing,  without  any  remarkable  Symp¬ 
toms,  or  Agonies,  this  Wonder  of  the 
Town  and  County  wherein  he  was 

born* 
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born,  at  length  expired,  and  his  Re¬ 
mains,  lie  interred  in  the  Church-yard  at 
Wivelingham . 

That  very  Morning  I  happened  to 
be  in  Town,  with  a  Patient,  and  hear¬ 
ing  that  the  Boy  was  dead,  went  and 
viewed  the  breathlefs  Corpfe,  <  which 
had  the  Afped  of  a  venerable  old 
Man . 

On  the  iyth,  I  waited  on  the  Rea¬ 
ver  end  Air.  War  ham ,  of  Swavefyy  a 
Village  about  two  Miles  from  Wive  A 
ingham ,  who  performed  the  Ceremo¬ 
ny  of  Marriage  for  Thomas  Hall ,  and 
Margaret  his  Wife,  and  took  out  of 
the  Church-regifteTj  the  Date  of  their 
Marriage,  which,  I  think  it  proper 
here  to  infert,  to  fatisfy  the  Reader, 
that  the  Boy  was  no  older  than  he  is 
in  this  Narrative  declared  to  be. 


June 
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June  3,  1/38* 

Thomas  Hall  of  Willingham,  and 
Margaret  Thomas,  his  IVife, 
by  Banns. 


I  requefted  of  the  Father  and  the 
Aunt,  that  they  would  oblige  the  Roy¬ 
al-Society  with  the  original  Affida¬ 
vits,  and  Teftimonies,  which  relate  to 
the  Birth  and  Age  of  the  Boy,  which 
1  readily  obtained, 

I  was  the  more  follicitous  to  get 
poireffed  of  thefe,  becaufe  I  was  ap- 
prehenfive,  that  any  Perfon,  once  Ma¬ 
iler  of  them,  might  impofe  on  the 
Publick  a  fpurious,  or,  at  lead,  im¬ 
perfect  Account  of  an  Affair  of  fo 
much  Importance  to  the  Curious  of 
fuccceding  Ages.  For,  Fads  of  this 
Nature,  which  induce  Mankind  to 
Wonder ,  cannot  come  too  well  attes¬ 
ted.  nor  can  the  Hiftorian  be  fairly 

liable 
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liable  to  Cenfure,  if,  for  the  Enforce¬ 
ment  of  the  Belief  of  his  Reader,  he 
fhould  defeend  to  Particulars,  which 
fome  may  think  fuperfluous,  infignifi- 
canr,  and  vain. 

Having  thus  gone  through  the  Natu¬ 
ral  Hijlory  of  this  aftonifhing  Object,  of 
our  Curioflty  and  Admiration,  from 
the  Day  of  his  fir  ft  Exifience ,  to  that 
of  his  Ce (fiat ion  from  Life ;  in  every 
particular  Circumftance  of  which,  I 
have  had  an  inviolable  Regard  to 
Truth ;  the  candid  Reader,  will  nor,  I 
flatter  myfelf,  think  I  infringe  upon  his 
Time,  if  1  indulge  myfelf,  with  fome 
fhort  Reflections,  on  the  Faculties  of 
his  Mind . 

U  NT)  ERST  ANT)  ING . 

I  Had  obferved  before,  in  my  Letter 
to  Dr.  Mead ,  that  when  he  was 
two  Tears  and  ten  Months  old,  he 
feemed  to  have  the  common  Under- 
/landing  of  a  Child  of  five  or  fix 
Years  of  Age  ;  nor  did  I  perceive  any 
gradual  Increafe  of  it,  at  all,  as  in 
other  Children ;  for  when  I  mcafured 

E  him 
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him  in  November .  174^  he  was  four 
Tears  and  ten  Months  old ,  and  let  me 
prevail  on  him  to  meafure  him,  by 
the  former  Artifice,  of  pretending,  my 
Taylor  fihould  make  him  a  Suit  of 
Cloaths  3  for  had  this  kept  Pace  with 
the  remarkable  Accretion  of  his  Body^ 
he  would  eafily  have  difcover  d  my  D e- 
iign,  and  have  refus'd  me  the  Experi¬ 
ment.  But,  I  am  ready  to  think,  from 
his  Behaviour  in  the  Time  of  Sick* 
nefs  (and  near  the  Approach  of  Death) 
which  was  Man-like,  being  quit zgrave^ 
and  free  from  puerile  Impertinence, 
he  might  fhoot  up,  at  once,  in  this,  as 
fee  did  in  Stature ,  Bulk,  and  Virility . 

M  E  MORE 

A  S  to  his  Memory ,  I  am  perfectly 
jT\  well  fatisfied,  he  had  a  very  re¬ 
tentive  one  ;  but  as  Memory  is  moft 
compleat,  when  it  may  be  laid  to  be 
attentive  alio,  I  fhall  leave  the  more 
curious  and  learned  Reader  to  deter¬ 
mine,  from  the  two  following  Cir- 
cumftances,  whether  the  latter  of  the 
two  Epithets,  may  be  admitted 
here. 

The 
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The  very  firft  Time  I  went  to  fee 
him,  he  took  a  great  deal  of  Notice  of 
my  Whip ,  which  had  nothing  be¬ 
longing  to  it  Angular,  or  remarkable, 
Aimoft  two  Tears  afterwards,  he  was 
fhown  at  a  Publick-houfe,  to  feveral 
Gentlemen  where  I  was  prefent.  He  . 
then  asked  me  for  my  Whip.  It  lay 
on  the  Table,  among  three  or  four 
of  the  fame  Sort,  and  feveral  others 
of  a  different  kind.  I  told  him  where 
it  lay,  and  bid  him  take  it  5  at  the 
fame  time,  defired  them  to  try  him, 
whether  he  could  Angle  it  out.  They 
fhowed  him  feveral,  which  differed  ve¬ 
ry  little  from  it :  He  carefully  examin’d 
each  of  thofe  given  to  him,  and  de¬ 
clared,  that  neither  of  them  was  mine  % 
but  when  he  faw  that  which  was  realh 
mine,  he  directly  challenged  it. 

Another  Time  he  was  at  Hunting¬ 
don  to  be  expoled  to  pubiick  View.  I 
was  at  an  Inn  there,  with  fome  Gen¬ 
tlemen  who  had  a  DeAre  to  fee  this 
Willingham  -  wonder,  as  they  called  him. 

E  2  The 


The  Boy,  who  had  been  a  Week  In 
Town,  was  fent  for  to  this  Inn. 

As  foon  as  he,  with  his  Father  and 
Aunt,  had  entered  the  Room,  he  ef- 
pied  me,  (for  I  fat  directly  oppofite  to 
the  Door.)  The  Boy  immediately  chal¬ 
lenged  me  by  Name,  There  were  in 
the  Room,  feveral  Gentlemen  of  the 
military  Order  5  among  whom  was  one 
who,  about  three  Weeks  before,  had 
been  to  Willingham ,  to  gratify  his  Cu- 


liberally  rewarded  the  Father,  for  his 
Indulgence.  This  Gentleman,  turning 
to  the  Boy,  took  him  by  the  Hand,  and 
asked  him,  Thomas ,  Tlont  you  know 
me?  Yes,  laid  the  Boy  :Who  am  I,  fa  id  the 
Captain  r  You  are  the  Rot-catcher ,  re- 
ply'd  the  Boy.  The  Captain,  fur  priz'd 
at  the  Amwer  of  the  Boy,  asked  the 
Meaning  of  his  calling  him  Rat-catcher . 
His  Aunt,  fearing  he  had  moved  the 
Indignation  of  the  Captain,  addrefied 
Jierielf  to  him,  Sir,  he  docs  not  fay 
you  are  the  Ratcatcher,  he  fays,  you 
are  not  he:  But  I  fay,  he  is  the  Rot 
catcher ,  returns  the  Boy. 


A 
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A  Gentleman  who  was  in  the  Room, 
asked  the  Boy,  Thomas ,  how  many 
Soldiers  are  there  in  the  Room  ?  He- 
' ver-a-one,  faid  Thomas .  No,  fays  the 
Gentleman,  and  pointing  to  the  Cap¬ 
tain,  juft  mentioned,  is  not  that  Gen¬ 
tleman  a  Soldier  ?  No,  reply'd  Thomas , 
lie  is  the  Rot-catcher . 

Now,  the  Market-day  before,  he  had 
been  particularly  carefled,  by  a  Rat¬ 
catcher  of  the  Neighbourhood,  who 
commonly  appears,  in  a  IVaiJtcoat ,  on 
the  Borders  of  which,  are  the  Figures 
of  Rats,  wrought  with  Silver-thread, 
which  was  the  Drefs  in  which  he  was 
at  that  Time  ;  and  he  a  little  refembled 
the  Captain ,  in  Bulk  and  Stature ,  but 
not  in  Features ,  nor  Complexion  $  the 
one  being  black,  the  other  fair  and 
ruddy .  Both,  indeed,  had  Waiftcoats 
with  Ornaments  of  Silver ,  but  one 
had  Lace  round  the  Borders,  the  other 
the  Figures  of  Rats. 


E  3  STRENGTH, 

-  fc  - 

\ 
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STRENGTH. 

IH  A  V  E  already  obferved,  in  my 
Letter  to  Dr.  Mead ,  with  refpect 
to  his  Strength  h  that  I  faw  him,  before 
he  was  three  Years  old,  take  a  Smith's 
Hammer ,  which  weighed  feventeen 
\ ToundSy  and  throw  it  from  him  with 
Eafe. 

I  was,  a  little  Time  after,  (I  think 
about  two  Months)  in  Company  with 
Lome  of  the  moft  creditable  Inhabi¬ 
tants  of  the  Place,*  who  told  me,  he 
had,  a  little  before,  taken  up  from  the 
Ground,  a  large  Ghefhire-cheefey  and 
fet  it  on  his  Head  $  and  that  a  Runlet , 
holding  two  Gallons ,  Winchefter-mea - 
fure ,  which  was  filled  with  Ale,  {land¬ 
ing  in  a  Room  where  he  was,  he  took 
it  up  to  his  Mouth,  and  drank  of  it 
freely. 

About  this  Time,  he  began  to  be  fond 
of  {hewing  his  Strength ,  and  being  in 
Coats ,  as  yet,  he  made  an  awkard  and 

ua- 
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miufual  Figure ;  which  made  him  the 
Jeft  of  the  Children  at  School  5  though 
die  Weight  of  his  Hand,  made  it  fomc- 
times,  colt  them  dear.  Thus  his  ridi¬ 
culous  Habit ,  made  him  the  Objed  ofc 
their  Sport  and  Tajtime ,  whiift  the 
Idea  of  his  Valour ,  rendered  him  that, 
of  their  Terror,  and  continual  cDread : 
For  this  he  was, in  fo  remarkable  a  Man¬ 
ner,  and  to  fo  great  a  Degree ;  that  the 
Miftreffes  of  two  Schools,  at  which  he 
had  been,  were,  as  one  of  them  allur’d 
me,  obliged  to  defire  of  his  Father, 
that  he  would  not  fend  him  any  more. 
For  their  little  Infults,  and  Mockeries, 
were  as  intolerable  to  him,  as  thofe  of 
the  Children  of  old  were  to  Elijah , 
who  call’d  him  Bald-head .  So  confci** 
ous  was  he  of  his  fuperior  Strengthens 
imagined  Manhood ! 

His  Wav  to  make  himfelf  terrible  to 
other  Children,  was,  (as  Mr.  Benfted ,  to 
whofe  Mother  he  fome  Time,  went 
to  School)  allured  me,  to  threaten  to 
fight  them,  two  at  a  Time pavA  put  them 
mto  his  Tocket . 

E  4 


In 
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In  November ,  174 6,  (he  being  then 
juft  five  Years  old)  when  I  mea  fared  him 
the  fecond  Time,  for  the  Satisfaction  of 
the  Royal  Society  5  a  Lad  of  pretty 
Senfe,  who  was  a  Boarder  in  the  Fa¬ 
mily  of  Mr.  Almond ,  to  whom  Tho¬ 
mas  alfo,  then  went  to  School,  told 
me  after  I  had  taken  the  Dimenfions  of 
him  j  that  if  I  had  a  Mind  to  try  his 
Strength,  he  could  inform  me,  how  it 
might  eafily  be  done.  I  was  pleafed 
with  the  Suggeftion,  and  defired  the 
young  Gentleman,  that  he  would  name 
the  Experiment.  He  anfwered  me, 
c  My  Matter  has  got  a  large,  new 
€  Wheel-barrow ,  which  came  home 

*  Yefterday  ,  and  we  have  each  of  us 

*  been  trying, who  could  trundle  it  with 
c  the  heavieft  Weight  in  it.  Thomas 
4  (meaning  our  gigantic  Boy)  is  very 
4  fond  of  fnewing,  that  he  can  beat 
€  any  of  us  at  it/ 

This  Wheel  barrow,  (which  is  for 
the  Ufes  ot  the  Garden)  is,  indeed,  one 
of  an  uncommon  Size,  and  very  heavy, 
as  it  was  then  new,  and  made  of  green, 
and  ponderous,  Wood.  1 
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I  got  fevcral  of  the  Lads,  who  were 
about  ten,  and  twelve  Years  of  Age,  to 
engage  in  the  Enterprize,  and,  alter¬ 
nately,  to  trundle  one  another  in  it. 
Thomas,  was  as  eager  as  any  of  them,  to 
take  his  Turn.  I  defil  ed  one  of  the  big- 
geft  of  them,  to  get  into  the  Barrow  ; 
whom  he  trundled,  with  all  imaginable 
Eafe.  I  then  defired  another  of  them, 
of  much  the  fame  Age,  and  Size,  to  get 
in  to  the  other.  This  done,  I  bad 
Thomas  trundle  them  both  :  He  raifed 
up  the  Body  of  the  Barrow,  with  feeming 
Eafe,  and  tried  to  wheel  it  forward,  but 
could  not  make  it  move, above  two  Ro¬ 
tations  of  the  Wheel.  The  weight  of 
the  two  Lads,  when  put  into  the  Scale, 
was  twelve  Stone ,  two  Rounds.  Thus, 
I  imagine,  we  found  out  his  utmoft 
Strength.  Of  this  Circumftancc,  I 
gave  an  Account  to  the  Royal  Society , 
when  I  fent  them  the  Dimenfions  ta¬ 
ken  in  Nov.  174& 


G  E- 
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genius. 


F  his  Genius ,  Mr.  Almond ,  who 


was  his  ‘Preceptory  and  muft  be 


far  the  beft  judge,  has  given  a  very  par¬ 
ticular  Account  to  the  Royal  Society  j 
which,  I  prefinne,  will  be  printed  in 
fome  Number  of  their  Tranfaftions  : 
However,  as  I  am  not  quite  a  Stranger, 
even  to  this  Fart  of  his  Compaction, 
I  {hall  give  the  Reader,  my  own  Senti¬ 
ments  about  it,  in  as  good  a  Manner  as 
Truth  %  my  own  Obfervatton ,  and  Abi¬ 
lity  will  permit  me* 


He  feemed,  rather  to  incline  to  Me¬ 
chanic  >  than  to  any  other  kind  of  Learn¬ 
ing;  except  it  was  that  of  Mafic,  for 
which  he  (hewed,  he  had  fome  fort  of 
Ear  5  appearing,  at  all  Times,  greatly 
delighted, when  there  was  any  perform¬ 
ed  where  he  was. 


Which 
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Which  of  the  mechanic  Arts,  he 
would  particularly  have  inclined  to,  I 
cannot  pretend  to  fay  *  but  Sculptures, 
or  ‘Paintings  of  any  kind,  gave  him 
fcnfible  Delight  i  And,  if  he  could  get 
a  Pencil,  he  would  allay,  to  draw  the 
Out-lines,  of  fome  Objed  or  other. 

•  “> 

One  Day  in  particular,  obferving  my 
Pencil  in  my  Hand,  he  took  it  from 
me,  and  drew  upon  a  Piece  of  Paper,  a 
Figure,  which  he  called  a  Horfe :  He  re¬ 
turned  the  Pencil  to  me,  and  bad  me 
make  one.  I  drew  him  one,  as  well  as 
I  thought  the  Occafion  required,  upon 
a  little  Bit  of  the  Paper  :  With  this  he 
found  Fault,  and  laid,  he  would  have  a 
great  huge  one.  I  accordingly,  drew 
him  one,  as  large  as  the  Sheet  of  Paper 
would  admit  of.  This  pleafed  him, 
finding  that  the  Figure  fo  drawn,  had 
taken  up,  in  a  great  meafure,  the  whole 
Surface  of  the  Paper.  He  then  took  it, 
and,  Purveying  it,  with  his  Finger,  point¬ 
ed  out,  very  readily,  and  didindly,  the  - 
feyeral  more  obvious  Parts  of  it,  as  this 
(  is 
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Is  his  Ear,  this  his  Nofe ,  this  his  Eye, 
&c.  He  was,  at  this  Time,  about  four 
Years  old. 

This  Interview, afforded  me  two, very 
pleafing  Reflexions :  One  was,  that 
it  induced  me  to  think,  that  either 
'Painting,  Sculpture ,  Carving ,  or  fome 
kindred  Mechanic  Art,  would  be  the 
ObjeX  of  his  peculiar  Choice,  if  he  ' 
fliould  furvive,  till  Pifcretion  took  its 
Turn  in  the  Government  of  him  : 

The  other,  that  he  had  the  Idea  of 
Magnificence  j  for  this,  his  requiring  of 
me  the  Figure  of  a  great  huge  Horfe, 
feenfd  to  me,  to  intimate.  On  this 
Confideration,  I  imagined,  that  if  his 
Genius  fliould,  by  the  Smiles  of  For¬ 
tune,  be  indulged,  the  Employment  of  a 
Statuary ,  would  pleafe  him  befh 
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TEMPER  and  T>  I S 'PO¬ 
SITION. 

WE  are  next  to  conftder  his  natural 
Temper ,  and  ‘ Difpofition . 

By  all  the  Obfervation  I  could  ever 
make, or  all  the  Intelligence  I  could  get, 
from  the  mod  impartial,  or  difcreeteft 
>Perfons,  I  was  acquainted  with  in  the 
Neighbourhood,  I  could  never  learn, that 
he  was  naturally  quarrelfome ,  or  litigi- 
ous ;  but  from  both,  I  found,  that  he  was 
ynorofe,  obftinale ,  and  impatient  of  Af¬ 
front  ;  and  would  remember  an  Injury 
done  him, and  maintain  his  Refentmenr 
,  to  the  very  laft. 

|  '  -  • 

Mr.  Almond  told  me  an  Inhance  of 
his  long  Refentment.  Tom  being  ar 
an  Houle,  when  a  certain  Boy,  whohad 
fome^  Months  before,  affronted  him, 
palled  by,  observing  him;  brandifticd  his 
fill,  and  faid,  I’ll  have  him  in  mv 
Pocket ,  that  I  -Nil.  7 


If 
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If  the  Girls  provoked  him,  (as  they 
often  would)  his  Way  of  avenging  him- 
felf  of  them  was,  to  run  after  them, 
with  his  Penis  in  his  Hand  >  and  if  he 
overtook  them,  to  pifs  on  them.  This 
a  Perfon  of  the  Town,  who  faid  he  had 
been  often  an  Eye-witnefs  of  the  Fad, 
allured  me  was  his  Cuftom. 

How  far  his  Inclination  might  lead 
him  to  Venerjy  and  the  Purfuit  of  the 
Pleafures,  arifing  from  Copulation,  I 
cannot  affurc  the  Reader,  from  any  Ol> 
fervation  I  could  make  :  But,  I  think, 
that  as  the  Organs  of  Generation,  were 
fo  remarkably  large  in  him,  as  the 
.Marks  of  Puberty ,  appeared  fo  very 
foon,  and  as  he  was  endowed  with  fo 
large  a  Share  of  Strength  5  we  may  ven¬ 
ture,  phyficallyy  to  conclude  5  that  an 
Xncreafe  in  Underftanding,  barely  equal 
to  common  Difcrction,  added  to  that 
of  his  Stature,  would  naturally  have 
led  him  to  Purfuits  of  that  kind  5  for 
his  cDifpofition  was  amorous ,  and  he  had 
a  lafeivious  Eye,  and  both  his  Father 

and 
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and  Aunt  a  fibred  me,  that  he  took  great 
Notice  of  the  Features  of  female  Ob- 
jeds,  and  would  fingle  out  of  a  Num¬ 
ber,  the  moll  agreeable  of  them.  Nor 
is  there,  I  think,  any  Room  to  doubt, 
whether  he  could  perform  the  Ad  of 
Generation  ;  for  an  Officer  in  the 
IVelJh  Fujileers,  allured  me,  that  he  was 
prefent,when  another  Gentleman,  while 
he  was  at  Huntingdon ,  did,  by  a  cer¬ 
tain  Artifice,  procure  fo  ftrong  an. 
Ercdion,  as  threw  the  Boy  into  Yuch 
an  Ecftacy  5  that  had  not  the  Father 
intervened,  they  all  believed  he  would 
have  emitted.  The  fame  Account  1 
alfo  had,  from  three  more  Officers  of 
Wade’s  Regiment ,  who  made  Ufe  of 
the  fame  Artifice,  at  the  fame  Place. 

As  for  the  Boys,  he  rarely  ftruck 
them,  as  I  obferved  in  another  Place, 
but  collaring  them,  laid  them  proftrate 
by  nicer  Strength. 
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IMPROVEMENT  in 
KNOWLEDGE. 

AFTER,  he  returned  from  bein 
made  a  publick  Spectacle,  his  Fa 
ther  put  him  to  Mr.  Almond ,  to  im¬ 
prove  him  in  the  Knowledge  of  bis  Mo¬ 
ther  'Tongue  -y  in  which  he  did  not  turn 
out  the  dulleft  of  his  Scholars ;  for  be¬ 
fore  he  had  been  with  him  a  Year,  he 
was  able  to  read  a  Chapter  in  the  Tefta- 
ment  tolerably  well,  with  a  little  He- 
(itation  indeed  5  but  yet  without  Spell¬ 
ing  ;  for  this  he  fcemed  to  think  a  Dif- 
grace  to  him. 

He  (hewed  great  Inclination  to  learn 
to  write ,  and,  I  am  ready  to  think, 
would  foon  have  made  lome  Figure  in 
that  ufeful  Art,  had  not  Heaven  forbid 
it,  by  vifiting  him  with  an  Illnefs, 
which  terminated  at  length,  in  his  Death. 

Upon  a  Review  of  the  Whole,  if 
we  allow,  (as  all  Circumftances  confi- 

dered. 
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dered,  I  think  we  reafonably  may)  each 
Month  to  be  a  Tear  of  this  Boys  Life, 
he  may  be  faid,  to  have  pafs'd  through 
each  of  the  Stages  of  Life^  called  Child- 
hood,  Touth,  Manhood ,  and  old  Jge ,  in 
feventy  Months ,  which  Men  generally 
do  in  fo  many  Tears . 

I  cannot  help  taking  Notice  here, 
that  Seneca ,  in  his  Condolatory  Epiftle 
to  Marcia,  the  Daughter  of  Cremti - 
who  had  fhed  Floods  of  Tears 
for  her  Son,  whom  the  Largcfles  of  Na¬ 
ture  rendered,  the  Defire  of  her,  as 
well  as  of  other  People  s  obfetves,  that 
extraordinary  Troduttions  of  Nature, 
are  feldom  long-liv'd,  and  from  the 
Principles  of  the  befl;  Philofophy,  in 
Vogue  in  his  Time,  endeavours  to  ac¬ 
count  for  it,  why  it  fhould  be  fo.  * 

F  I 

*  Quicquid  ad  fummum  pervenit,  ad  Exitum  propc  eft- 
Enpit  fe,  aufertque  ex  Oculis,  perfedia  Virtus  :  nec  ulti- 
miim  Tempus  expedant,  quse  in  primo  maturuerunt. 
Ignis,  quo  clarior  fulfit,  citius  extinguitur  :  Viuacior  eft,' 
qui,  cum  lend  difficilique  materia  commifTus  fumoque 
demerfus,  ex  S  or  dido  lucet ;  eadem  enirn  detinet  Cauifa, 
quae  maligns  alit.  Sic  Ingenia ,  quo  illuftriora,  br^vi- 
ir&funtt  Nam  ubi  lacremsnto  locus  non  ell,  •viehus 

Qc« 
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I  know  not  how  I  can  better  con¬ 
clude  this  Narrative  of  this  Boy,  than 
with  the  Words  of  Seneca^  in  another 
Part  of  the  fame  Epiftle  ; 

Tulit  fuutriy  Metafqne  dati  prevent i  ad  Mvu 

Confolat.  ad  Mareiam,  cap.  xx* 


Hunt .  I HomasDawkes,  Surge- 
to  wit.  \  J  on,,  hath  made  Oath  be¬ 
fore  Us,  that  fuch  of  the  Fads 
as  he  hath  mentioned  in  the  foregoing 
Narrative,  to  have  come  within  the 
Verge  of  his  own  Knowledge,  are,  in 
every  Particular,  true. 

Lori'S  Nov.  21,  E.  Lawrence , 
don ,  \  1747.  John  Cole . 

Occafus  eft.  Fall  anus  ait,  quod  noftri  quoque  parentes 
videre,  Fuerunt  Romte  fuiffe  Staturd  in  gent  is  Viri  :  Sed 
hie  cito  difcejpt,  &  moriturum  bre<vi ,  nemo  non  prudens 
dixit.  Non  poterit  emm  ad  iilam  JEtatem  pervenire 
quam  prnzc eper at .  Ita  eil  judicium  imminentis  Exitii 
maturicas  &  appedt  Finis,  ubi  Jncrementa  confumpta 

Conjolat.  ad  Mareiam ,  cap.  xxiii. 

FINIS. 


■* 


S'  O  M  E  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
‘Place,  unwilling  that  fo  rare  an 
Injlance  of  Creating  Wifdom  ,fmild 
be  loft  to  future  Ages,  having  -ex- 
preffed  to  me  their  Inclination  to 
contribute  a  Stone  to  the  Remem¬ 
brance  of  this  rare  and  curious  Piece 
of  Natural  Hiftory,  I  have  humbly 
prefumed  to  furnijb  the  fame,  if 
they  jha.ll  defire  it,  with  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Infcription;  which  may,  pof- 
jibly,  give  the  Reader,  if  a  Stran¬ 
ger,  an  Idea  of  the  Real  Hiftory  of 
what  was  rnofl  remarkable  in  the 
Life  of  this  our  Prodigy. 


epitaph, 

Sift e  Viator  ! 

Noverifque  mirans. 
Reliquiae  T  H  O  M  JE 
A  Thomd  &  Margarita  HALL, 
Hie  jacere  fepultas  ; 

Qiii 

Nondum  Anniculus, 
Pubuit: 

2  i tennis  necdum \ 

In  Quatuor  fere  Tedes % 
Adoleyerat: 

Ingenti  Robore , 

-  Partium  Symmetric  redid 
S t  up  end  a  Voce 
P  R  JE  D  I  TUS 

Sexennis  neque , 
provebiil  quaft  zyEtatt\ 
Mortuus  est. 

Accepit  in  Mac  Villa  Fit  am 
Kalend.  Octobr.  MDCCXLJ. 
Inquc  eadem,  reddidit  illam 
SEPTEMBRIS  IIXtio 

MDCCXLVIL 


*The  Englifh  Reader  may  take  it  thus  ■: 
Stop  Traveller, 

And  wondering ,  know;) 

Here  buried  lie  the  Remains  of 

THOMAS, 

0 

The  Son  of  Thomas ,  and  Margaret 

HALLj 

Who, 

Not  One  Year  old, 

Had  the  Signs  ofMANHOOD: 

Not  Three , 

Was  almoft  Four  Feet  high: 
Endued  with  Uncommon  Strength, 
A  juft  Proportion  of  Tarts , 
And  a  Stupendous  Voice  : 
Before  Six, 

Died, 

♦  « 

As  it  were,  of  an  Advanced  Age. 

He  was  born  in  this  Village  06t»  xxxTftf 
MDCCXLI,  and  in  the  fame. 
Departed  this  Life,  Sept .  iiid, 
MDCCXLVII. 
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